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WREN WHEAT UNIMPRESSIVE IN WEST AUSTRALIAN TRIALS 
WREN WHEAT, the subject of current controversy in the Eastern States, has been tested 
in trials in Western Australia and the results have indicated that it is not likely to yield 
well in this State. 
Wren was tested in preliminary cereal 
variety trials on wheatbelt research 
stations in 1966, before it was named 
and registered. 
Registration 
It was one of the series of varieties with 
bird names produced by the Agricultural 
Research Institute at Wagga Wagga, 
N.S.W., which had bred Heron, Falcon 
and Robin wheats. It was registered in 
1968, but official sanction for commercial 
release was subsequently withheld because 
of poor milling quality. 
Wren created special interest because it 
was the first production in Australia of a 
variety derived from semi-dwarf wheat 
stock. Such varieties have revolutionised 
wheat production in Mexico, Pakistan and 
other areas. Their extremely low quality 
for bread making barred direct applica-
tion in Australia and efforts are being 
made to combine the high yielding ability 
of the semi dwarfs with the better 
quality of local varieties. 
Wren was derived from the Australian 
variety Javelin, crossed with the semi-
dwarf wheat Norin 10 x Brevor 14. Details 
accompanying the application for registra-
tion submitted to the Registrar of Cereal 
Varieties in Perth showed that the yields 
tiid not substantiate a recent extravagant 
claim of production up to four times that 
of commercial varieties. In this case it 
appeared that the highest yield obtained 
with Wren under irrigation (103 bushels) 
had been compared with the State average 
yields for all varieties grown under dry 
land conditions. 
Wren was produced as a replacement 
for Olympic. 
In 17 trials under irrigation in N.S.W. 
Wren averaged 57.8 bushels an acre and 
Olympic 51.3 bushels an acre. In 80 dry 
land trials conducted in N.S.W. from 1963 
to 1967 Wren averaged 44.3 bushels and 
Olympic 40.7 bushels. 
Quality 
Assessments of quality in New South 
Wales indicated that Wren had a lower 
flour yield but better flour water absorp-
tion than Olympic, which conferred a 
superior crumb texture. However, the 
Uniform Quality Testing Committee in 
New South Wales reported that the wheat 
was not as free milling as Olympic and 
was similar to Heron in being difficult to 
reduce to flour. It was unsuitable for 
biscuit production. Olympic, on the other 
hand, is suitable for biscuit making. 
Local tests 
In Western Australia the variety was 
tested in 1966 as the crossbred NB Javelin 
115, at research stations at Beverley, 
Nabawa, Gibson, Merredin and Newdegate. 
In these trials it was compared with a 
number of commercial varieties including 
Gamenya, the leading variety in this State. 
The Table shows the results. 
Location 
Beverley 
Nabawa 
Gibson 
Merredin 
Newdegate 
Average all locations 
W r e n 
(NB 
115) 
bus./acre 
24.8 
30.8 
7.5 
27.4 
29.8 
24.1 
Gamenya 
bus./acre 
29.7 
32.5 
15.0 
34.7 
30.6 
28.5 
Wren 
yield, per-
centage of 
Gamenya 
yield 
83 
95 
50 
79 
97 
85 
Olympic was not included in these trials 
for comparison because it normally yields 
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10 to 20 per cent, lower than Gamenya 
and is not a major variety in this State. 
Grain of Wren produced in these trials 
had a lower bushel weight and was 
lighter than Gamenya grain. 
Because these results suggested that 
Wren had no place in Western Australia, 
further tests were suspended pending the 
decision on whether the variety would be 
recommended to growers in other States. 
Wren was not recommended and it is 
unlikely that any further investigation of 
the variety will be made in Western 
Australia. 
However, work is going ahead in this 
State to utilise the desirable features of 
the semi-dwarf varieties as was attempted 
in the production of Wren. Local cross-
bred material incorporating semi-dwarf 
parent varieties is in an advanced stage 
of selection. Tests will soon begin to 
screen this material for suitable combina-
tions of grain yield and quality for West 
Australian production. 
/fiJooh r<t eview 
GROWING TREES ON AUSTRALIAN FARMS 
By Alan Brown and Norman Hall, published by Commonwealth Government 
Printer, Canberra—$4.40 
The sameness of much of the Australian 
landscape has long made travelling a 
wearisome business for locals and tourists. 
Even before clearing, large areas of similar 
soils and the lack of distinct seasonal 
changes resulted in vast areas of very 
similar vegetation. After clearing, the 
long straight roads and flat terrain have 
provided little of interest to the traveller. 
As a result it is the vegetation, as much 
as the mountain and coastal scenery, 
which attracts so many Australians over-
seas each year. 
Yet Australia does possess interesting 
and adaptable native trees which could 
transform much of its populated interior. 
Further, a century of importation has 
provided numerous other species which 
thrive in our warm climate and which can 
provide colour and contrast in the 
relatively drab Australian countryside. 
"Growing Trees on Australian Farms" 
presents a powerful case for city and 
country Shires, for townsfolk and farmers, 
to take more interest in tree growing. Its 
authors have had little difficulty in illus-
trating that more trees could modify local 
climatic conditions, raise the attractive-
ness of the countryside, improve the lot of 
the farmer's crops and animals, and even 
better his financial situation. 
The book's 26 chapters deal in detail 
with all aspects of tree growing; from 
planning a homestead garden to taxation 
factors affecting farm forests, from notes 
on the more useful tree species to rural 
fire protection. Fifty six coloured and 
black and white photographs and 34 
figures show tree layouts and farm settings 
for many situations. 
The book is remarkably low priced for 
its wealth of information and should 
inspire enthusiasm for tree growing in all 
it readers. 
C. H. TROTMAN. 
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F A R M E R S 
177A MURRAY ST., next to Ahems—in lane upstairs. 23 4589 
Hairdryer Deluxe in vanity case 
Kenwood Cake Mixer 
Infrared Radiator 
Electric Blanket 3 Heat, 2 year 
guarantee 
Electric Blanket double bed, dual con-
trol, 3 Heat, 2 year guarantee .... 
Pop Up Toaster, Automatic 
Stereogram Hi-Fi with separate speak-
ers. Battery and 250 volts AC 
Car Radio including aerial, 
brand. (We can fit it) 
Mantel Radio, Electric 
Top 
$17.95 
$35.00 
$ 4.50 
$ 5.95 
$16.50 
$11.50 
$41.50 
$47.95 
$31.50 
Washer, Wringer and pump $119.00 
Washer, fully auto, with heater .... $226.00 
Washer, semi automatic $177.00 
Electric clothes dryer $ 49.00 
Refrigerator 9 cu. ft. Push Button .... $169.00 
T.V. on trolley, wooden cabinet. Full 
size picture $179.00 
T.V. 19 in. Portable $169.00 
T.V. 12 in. Portable $155.00 
Electric stove $ 83.00 
Tape recorder, battery and electric 
remote control, auto level adjust-
ment, 2 speed, twin track $ 42.00 
KODAK FILMS CHEAP 
PHOTOGRAPHICS, ALL BRANDS DISCOUNTED 
EVERY PURCHASE OVER $20.00 INCLUDES A PAIR OF STOCKINGS FOR THE LADY. 
P l i w m.nfion t h . "Journal or Agriculture of W.A.." whan writing to advartUara 
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